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12TH GRADE                                                                                                             

♦ Time management & organizational skills are an absolute MUST this year! KEEP TRACK of important dates and deadlines!!   

♦ Finalize your  personal statement and application essays in the fall. 

♦ Maintain a strong and competitive course load and GPA.   

♦ Apply for public California universities by November 30th of your senior year.  Beginning on October 1st, apply for California State Uni-
versities at www.csumentor.edu.  Beginning November 1st, apply for the University of California at www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply 

♦ Research and meet private university application deadlines as they vary.  Many private universities use a common admissions applica-
tion available at www.commonapp.org .  

♦ The community college application and registration process begins in the spring.  The English and math placement exam (at AHC it’s 
called the START) is usually administered around the month of May. 

♦ Take SAT and/or ACT by December 31st (some universities may request earlier scores). 

♦ Apply for as many scholarships as possible.   

♦ Submit Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Cal Grant GPA Information Release form by March 2nd. 
             Updated 9/5/13

ALL STUDENTS 

♦ Develop and frequently review and revise a 4-year plan to take classes that meet private university, University of California (UC), 
and/or California State University (CSU) eligibility requirements.  Public California university requirements are known as the “A-G” sub-
ject requirements.  Community colleges will admit anyone that has a high school diploma or the equivalent or anyone who is at least 18 
years old.  

♦ Keep track of important dates and deadlines! 

♦ Challenge yourself by enrolling in rigorous classes (especially those you enjoy) including honors and Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes. 

♦ Take AP exams in May. 

♦ If you’re considering private universities, create a plan that allows you to meet admissions requirements.   

♦ Get to know your counselor and guidance technician.   

♦ Assume a leadership position, get involved, and keep track of all extra-curricular activities, sports, community service, clubs, summer 
programs and awards.  

♦ Visit and research colleges and universities.   

♦ Explore colleges across the U.S. at www.petersons.com   

9TH GRADE                   

♦ In October take the PSAT to prepare for SAT college admissions test that you will take as a junior and senior.   

♦ Begin entering your high school coursework on your High School Planner at www.californiacolleges.edu .  Courses and grades entered 
will be saved and transferred to your UC and/or CSU application when you apply as a senior.   

10TH GRADE                             

♦ Universities use 10th and 11th year grades to calculate the grade point average (GPA) used to determine eligibility.  Please note that 
freshman and senior year grades still count; however they aren’t calculated into the GPA used to determine your eligibility.  Tenth grade 
is a very important year! 

♦ In October take the PSAT to prepare for SAT college admissions test that you will take as a junior and senior.   

♦ Update your High School Planner at www.californiacolleges.edu . 

11TH GRADE                                                                        

♦ This is the last year to make a significant impact on the GPA used to determine your university eligibility.  Please note that freshman 
and senior year grades still count; however they aren’t calculated into the GPA used to determine your eligibility.   

♦ Take the CSU’s Early Assessment Program exam (at the time you take the CST).  The EAP measures your readiness for college-level 
English and math at the CSU.   

♦ In October take the PSAT (register through the Business Office in September).  When taken as a junior, strong PSAT results may make 
you eligible for National Merit Scholarship programs.     

♦ Take the SAT Reasoning exam in addition to the ACT.  Register for the SAT at www.collegeboard.com .  Register for the ACT at 
www.actstudent.org.  Eligible students may obtain fee waivers from their counselor. 

♦ Begin drafting your personal statement that can be used for scholarships and college applications.   


